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1. SEMKEN'S LETTER OF AUGUST 10, IS A REMINDER TO REPLY 
TO HIS LETTER OF JUNE 28, WHICH ASKS THE CONSUL A) TO 
CONFIRM THE PRESENT STATUS OF MR. CASSARA'S OWNERSHIP 
OF THE PROPERTY, AND B) TO INDICATE THE PRICE RANGE 
FOR THE PROPERTY OR SOME MEANS OF DETERMINING IT. IN 
RELATION TO BOTH QUESTIONS, SEMKEN PROVIDES EVIDENCE 
THAT CASSARA'S LOCAL ATTORNEY HAS PROVIDED ANSWERS, BUT 
THAT CASSARA WANTS AN INDEPENDENT VIEW. 

2. MY CONSUL HAS BEEN TRYING TO DELVE INTO THESE 
QUESTIONS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE SOUND, SUBSTANTIVE 
ANSWERS. HE HAS MET WITH MANY DIFFICULTIES I NEED NOT 
GO INTO. THIS ACCOUNTS FOR HIS DELAY IN REPLYING TO 
SEMKEN. 

3. FYI ONLY. ON REVIEWING THIS CASE TODAY I AM 
STRUCK BY SEVERAL THINGS: A) THE CONSUL IS BEING ASKED 
TO DO LAWYER'S WORK. ACTUALLY TO DOUBLE CHECK ON THE 
LOCAL LAWYER RETAINED. B) IF IT IS TRUE THAT SCS 
ADVISED SEMKEN TO ASK THE CONSUL TO DO THIS WORK, AS 
SEMKEN STATES OR IMPLIES IN RESPECT TO QUESTIONS 

A AND B RESPECTIVELY, I WONDER IF SCS KNOWS THE 
EXTREME BURDEN THIS PLACES ON A MAN RUNNING A ONE-MAN 
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MORE THAN ENOUGH PRIORITY BUSINESS TO KEEP HIM BUSY 
60 HOURS A WEEK. C) REFTEL DOES NOT REFLECT AN 
AWARENESS OF TRIPOLI 0967 AND THE FACT CASSARA'S CASE 
IS DUE FOR DISCUSSION WITH LARG AUTHORITIES IN AN 

ALTERNATIVE WAY, NAMELY AS ONE OF EIGHT 

CASES OF EXPROPRIATED PRIVATE AMERICAN PROPERTY FOR 

WHICH NO COMPENSATION HAS BEEN PAID. 

4. MY FEELING IS THAT IF CASSARA CAN OBTAIN AN 
ACCEPTABLE SALE PRICE BY GOING AT IT HIS WAY, FINE, 

BUT IT SHOULD BE ON HIS OWN. MY STAFF IS TOO LIMITED 
AND HARD-PRESSED GENERALLY TO HELP HIM OUT EXCEPT AS 
PART OF THE GENERAL PROBLEM OF UNCOMPENSATED 
EXPROPRIATIONS. 

5. UNLESS DEPT DISAGREES, AND IN VIEW OF DELAY IN 
REPLYING TO SEMKEN, WOULD APPRECIATE DEPT INFORMING 
HIM ALONG LINES PARA 1 AND 2 ABOVE (NOT 3 AND 4). 

JOSIF 
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